ANNIE BESANT

were staged and in which he himself used to take an
>rtant part. I believe some idea had got afloat that
<ing was not good for the spiritual life, and so smokers
he Central Hindu College were giving it up.  They
ed burning incence sticks326 under their noses as a
:itute, and this became a fashion also. Mr. Arundale
to eating a lot of cardamums 327 to give the necessary
to the mouth in lieu of tobacco.  So heaps of carda-
s were presented to Mr. Arundale on the occasion
dding him farewell.

cannot allow the year 1907 to pass without a reference
^rs. Besant's election as President of The Theo-
cal Society on the death of Col. Olcott. There
almost a storm over it. Mrs. Besant was finally
ed by an overwhelming majority, and I remember a

to my father that arrived late one night from
Besant herself, who was out of India at the time,
] an analysis of the voting throughout the world.
ather was of course Mrs. Besant's enthusiastic sup-
r. Mr. Keightley had been suggested, I believe, as a
date, whom, I understand, Mrs. Besant herself favoured
^hom she asked Col. Olcott to nominate before his
; but the Colonel nominated Mrs. Besant instead,
he was elected and re-elected to the office to the
f her days.

PENING DIFFICULTIES

years that followed were all stormy years. The
sn in the country was by no means getting pleasanter,